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  WASHINGTON,  DC -- US Representative Pete Stark (D-CA, 13) and Senator Jay 
Rockefeller (D-WV) today introduced legislation to provide health  insurance to every child. 
   
   The MediKids Health  Insurance Act provides health insurance for all children in the United 
States regardless of family income level by 2012.  Medikids is modeled  after Medicare -- a
program that has helped lift America’s senior  citizens out of poverty -- but the benefits are
improved and targeted  toward children. 
   
  “I can think of no better use of Congress’ time than to provide health  insurance to every child,”
Stark said. “While some are fixated on flag  burning, Terri Schiavo and banning gay marriages,
we are offering  solutions to real problems faced by millions of American families.  Providing a
simple, stable and flexible health insurance option will  afford millions of families the peace of
mind of knowing that their  children will be cared for when they are sick.  Our nation’s priorities 
should be centered on creating a bright future for our children, and  Medikids helps to achieve
this goal.”
  
  Under Medikids, parents retain the choice to enroll their children in  private plans or
government programs such as Medicaid or S-CHIP.  However, if a lapse in other insurance
coverage occurs, MediKids  automatically picks up the children’s health insurance. MediKids
also  follows children across state lines when families move, and fills the  gaps when families
climbing out of poverty become ineligible for  means-tested programs.
   
  &quot;Pediatricians are the experts when it comes to child health,&quot; said  Carol Berkowitz,
M.D., president, American Academy of Pediatrics,  representing 60,000 primary care
pediatricians, pediatric medical  subspecialists and pediatric surgical subspecialists. &quot;We
believe the  MediKids bill is a bold but practical approach to guarantee health care  coverage
and services to each and every child.  It's health care from  cradle through college.  If we
succeed in passing this legislation, we  can put an end to the millions of uninsured and
underinsured children  in this country.&quot;
  
  Every child born after 2007 would be automatically enrolled in  MediKids. Older children would
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be enrolled over a 5-year phase-in  period.  Children who immigrate to this country would be
enrolled when  they receive their immigration cards. Families below 150 percent of  poverty pay
no premiums or cost sharing. Families between 150 percent  and 300 percent of poverty pay
reduced premiums and cost sharing.   Parents above 300 percent of poverty are responsible for
a small  premium equal to one fourth of the average annual cost per child. 
  
  Medikids has received the support of the American Academy of Child and  Adolescent
Psychiatry (AACAP), American Academy of Family Physicians,  American Academy of
Pediatrics, Children's Defense Fund, Consumers  Union, Families USA, March of Dimes,
National Association of Children's  Hospitals, National Association of Community Health
Centers, Inc., the  National Health Law Program, and others.
   
  For a full summary of the bill click here:
http://www.house.gov/stark/news/109th/legislation/medikidssummary.htm  

    

 2 / 2


